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SUMMARY

H.R. 2990 would amend the Lower Rio Grande Valley Water Resources Conservation and
Improvement Act of 2000 to add 14 new water conservation projects to those eligible for
federal assistance under that act. The legidlation also would increase the funds authorized
for studiesof these projects—from $2 million to $8 million—and for construction of projects
intheL ower Rio Grande Valey—from $10 millionto $47 million. Hence, H.R. 2990 would
increase the existing authorization of appropriations by atotal of $43 million.

Assuming appropriation of the authorized amounts, CBO estimates that implementing
H.R. 2990 would cost $38 million over the 2003-2007 period and an additional $5 million
after that period. The legislation would not affect direct spending or revenues.

H.R. 2990 contains no intergovernmental or private-sector mandates as defined in the
Unfunded Mandates Reform Act (UMRA) and would impose no costs on state, local, or
tribal governments. Enacting this legislation would benefit the state of Texas and local
governments in that state that would receive the authorized federal assistance. Any costs
incurred by those governments to meet the conditions of the assistance would be voluntary.




ESTIMATED COST TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

The estimated budgetary impact of H.R. 2990 is shown in the following table. The costs of
thislegidation fall within budget function 300 (natural resources and environment).

By Fiscal Year, in Millions of Dollars
2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

CHANGESIN SPENDING SUBJECT TO APPROPRIATION

Estimated Authorization Level 6 10 10 10 7
Estimated Outlays 3 7 9 10 9

BASISOF ESTIMATE

For this estimate, CBO assumes that H.R. 2990 will be enacted near the start of fiscal year
2003. The act would increase the current amount authorized to be appropriated for the
Lower Rio Grande Water Conservation and Improvement Program from $12 million to
$55 million. To date, no funds have been appropriated to implement the program.
Appropriated funds would pay for the construction of pending authorized projects as well
as the planning, design, and construction of the new projectsincluded in H.R. 2990.

Based on information from the Bureau of Reclamation and the Harlingen Irrigation District
in Texas, CBO estimates that implementing H.R. 2990 would cost $38 million over the
2003-2007 period and an additional $5 million after that period, assuming appropriation of
the authorized amounts.

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AND PRIVATE-SECTOR IMPACT

H.R. 2990 contains no intergovernmental or private-sector mandates as defined in UMRA
and would impose no costs on state, local, or tribal governments. Enacting this legislation
would benefit the state of Texas and local governments in that state that would receive the
authorized federal assistance. Any costs incurred by these governments to meet the
conditions of the assistance would be voluntary.



PREVIOUSCBO ESTIMATE

On July 15, 2002, CBO prepared a cost estimate for H.R. 2990 as ordered reported by the
House Committee on Resources on June 26, 2002. The two versions of the legislation are
identical, as are our cost estimates.
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